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PREFACE.

———

“ MaNNERS AND ToNE oF Goop SociETy” having in
the course of seven years reached the Thirteenth Edition,
it was found advisable to revise it last year up to present
date; but so many innovations in Etiquette having
taken place within that time the greater part of the
work was actually rewritten, and a considerable amount
of information added thereto.

The present work contains thirty-five chapters, the
former editions having but fourteen. This extension
allowed many subjects to be more exhaustively treated
than heretofore, and it now includes every rule

and point that could possibly be comprehended in its
title. -

The former work commended itself to the attention
of thousands of readers, and this new volume—slightly
altered in its title—has been received by Society in
general with the marked success of its predecessor.
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

—_———

Taz title of this work sufficiently indicates the nature
of its contents. The Usages of Good Society relate
not only to good manners and to good breeding, but
also to the proper etiquette to be observed on every
occasion.

Not only are certain rules laid down, and minutely
explained, but the most comprehensive instructions
are given in each chapter respecting every form or.
phase of the subject under discussion that it may be
clearly understood, what is done, or what is not done,
in good society, and also how what i done in good
society should be done. It is precisely this knowledge
that gives to men and women the consciousness of
feeling thoroughly at ease in whatever sphere they
may happen to move, and causes them to be con-
sidered well bred by all with whom they may come
in contact.

A solecism may be perhaps in itself but a trifling
matter, but in the eyes of society at large it assumes






Introductory Remarks. XV

men and women, as in each chapter the points of social
etiquette to be observed by both sexes have been fully
considered.

Those having the charge of young ladies previous
to their introduction into society, either mothers,
chaperons, or governesses, will also derive much useful
and practical information from the perusal of this
work, while to those thoroughly versed in the usages
of society it cannot fail to commend itself, containing
as it does many useful and valuable hints on social
questions.
















































Tutroductions. 15

gentlemen in the place, it naturally follows that they are
acquainted with many, if not with all, of the principal people
present, therefore when they make introductions it is not by
virtue of their office, but simply as a matter of friendship,
and through being personally acauainted with those intro-
duced by them,





























































































46 Manners and Rules of Good Society.

hostess, although their relatives might be, perhaps, of
higher rank than the guests themselves.

Occasionally, the eldest son of the house acts as second
host, taking down a lady second or third in rank ; but the
daughters of the house should always be taken down to
dinner after the other ladies present, and in no case before
them.



























The Colloquial Application of Titles. 55

Pecresses frequently address their husbands, and speak of
them, by the name attached to their title, in place of using
their Christian or family name. Thus, the ¢ Earl of Blank-
shire ” would be styled ¢ Blankshire ” by his wife, without
the prefix of “ Lord,” and his usual signature would be
¢ Blankshire,” without the addition of any Christian name.

Baronets’ wives should not address their husbands by
their surnames, but by their Christian names, and should
speak of them as “ Sir George ” or “ Sir John.”

The wives of knights also should not address their hus-
bands by their surnames, but by their Christian names, and
should speak of them as “ Sir George ” or “ Sir John.”

The Lord Mayor should be addressed as ¢ Lord Mayor *
colloquially, and the Lady Mayoress as “ Lady Mayoress,”
unless the Lord Mayor during office is created a baronet or
receives the honour of knighthood, when he should be
addressed as “ Sir John” or “Sir Henry,” and his wife as
“ Lady A












Etiquette as Regards Royal Personages. 59

they should be received by the host and hostess in the
entrance-hall. In the case of Serene Highnesses they
should be received by the host and conducted by him to
the hostess; this rule equally applies to the reception of
Eastern Princes.

The etiquette to be observed on the departure of Royal
personages is identical with that observed on their arrival.

With regard to inviting members of the Royal Family to
assist at the opening of any public undertaking, the request
should be made through the Comptroller of. the Household
of the Prince who is to be invited, or throngh his secretary,
and the same rule equally applies to both prince and
princess,









62 Manners and Rules of Good Society.

the Ambassador and .request the honour of a presentation,
and should state the date of the Levée at which he was
presented, and the name of the person by whom the
presentation was made.

Presentations at foreign courts take place in the evening,
and the persons to be presented, and those who attend,
assemble previous to the entrance of the Royal personages :
the rule is for the grand maifresse to present each lady in
turn to her royal mistress, who makes the tour of the
apartment for this purpose, and addresses some courteous
observation to each.









Pronunciation of Certain Surnames. 65

SPELT. PRONOUNCED. REMARES,
Colquhoun. "Koohoon'. “Accent on last syllable.”
Conynham. Cunyingham.
goutta. goots.

owper. ouper. -
Charteris Charters.
Cholmeley. Chumley. - -
Cholmondelcy. »
Clanricarde. Clanri’carde. Accent on second sylla-
. ble.
Dalziel. Dee'al. Accent on first syllable.
Derby. Darby.
Des Vaux. Deveu. The @ not sounded.
Deverecux. Devereu. The & not sounded.
Dillwyn. Dil'lun. The wy takes the sound
of #, the accent on first
syllable.
Duchesne, Dukarn.
Du Plat. Du Plar,
Elgin, The g hard a8 in give.
Eyre, Air,
Fildes. Filedes. Not Filldes,
Fortescue. As spelt.
Geoffrey. Jefrey.
Geoghegarn. Gaygan,
Gifford. The g soft a8 in George.
Gillett, G hard as in Gilbert,
Gillott, @ hard.
Glamis, Glarms.
Gorges, First g hard and second
g soft.
Gough, Goff.
Gower, Gor. But Gower asregards the
: street of that name
with the gemneral
public. ,
y
Harcourt, Har'kut. Accent on first syllable,
Heathcote. Hethkat.
Hertford, Harford.
Home. Hume,
Hughes, Hews, -
Johnstone, The ¢ not sounded,
Jervis, Jarvis,

h






Pronunciation of Certain Surnames. 67

SPELT.
8t. Clair,
St. Maur.
St. John.

Strachan,

Tyrrwhitt.
Tollemache.
Tadema.
Tremayne.
Tredegar.

Trafalgar.

Vaughan,
Vaunx,
Villbois.
Villiers.

Waldegrave.
Wemyss.
Willoughby D’Eresby.

PRONOUNCED.
Sinclair.

Sinjin,

Strawn,

Tirritt.
Tollmash.
Tad'ymar.
Tremayne'.
Trede/gar.

Trafalgar,

Vorn,

Vealbwor.
Villers.

Walgrave.
Weemss.
Willowby D'Ersby.

REMARKS,

As regards Christian and
surname, but as St.
John when applied to
church or locality.

Accent on first syllable.

Accent on last syllable.

Accent on second sylla-
ble.

Accent on last syllable
as regards the peer of
that name, not other-
wise,

The @ sounded.

The de not sounded.

92













































82 Manners and Rules of Good Society.

0ld court dress consisting of silk waistcoat, lace ruffles,
and bag wig, is occasionally worn by elderly gentlemen.

Dark claret, dark blue, and dark brown, are the colours
usually worn by civilians when the sumit is of cloth, and
black when it is of velvet.

Gentlemen wear gloves when attending levées, but they
remove the right hand glove before entering the Presence
Chamber.

When the Court is in mourning, gentlemen attending a
levée are expected to wear a band of black crape on the left
arm above the elbow.

THE LEVEES HELD BY THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF are
intended for military men only, and not for civilians, and
are simply military receptions at which presentations are
also made.





























































































CHAPTER XIV.
DINNER-TABLE ETIQUETTE.

FasuioN has its freaks and its vagaries, and in relation
to inanimate objects these freaks and vagaries are but
transitory and evanescent, but when they touch upon
manners and modes they become a conventionality and a
custom perhaps for many a year. Changes and innovations,
slight as they are, are more subtle than sudden, and, para-
doxical as it may seem, they are as important as they are
insignificant ; still it is difficult to believe that fingers once
did duty for forks, and that it was not customary for a host
to supply his guests with forks, who, if fastidious enough
to require them, were expected to bring them in their
pockets.

There are here and there people in society who affect a
few eccentricities of manner, but these whims at all times
take the form of originalities and not of vulgarities ; and
even then are only indulged in by those whose position in
society is secure.

As regards dinner-table etiquette. . When a lady has
taken her seat at the dinner-table, she should at once
remove her gloves ; although occasionally long elbow gloves
are not removed during dinner, but this is conspicuous and
inconvenient. She should unfold her serviette and place it
on her lap. It is immaterial whether she places the bread
on the right or left-hand side of the cover, when taking it

from the serviette.
1
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122 Manners and Rules of Good Society.

Rovar GuUEesTs PRESENT.—When a Royal personage is
present the host should conduct her to her carriage.

When a foreign Prince is present the host should accom-
pany him to the hall-door.

The host should also conduct the lady of highest rank
present to her carriage if aware of her departure.

TEA AND LIGHT REFRESHMENTS should be served during
the evening in the library, or in an adjacent apartment.

Supper should be served at twelve o'clock in the dining-
room, and should be similar in character to a ball supper.
(See chapter ““Ball Suppers” in the work entitled ¢ The
Management of Servants.”)

CARDS SHOULD BE LEFT within a week or ten days after
a Reception.

A married lady should leave one of her own and two of
her husband’s cards.

A widow should leave one of her own cards.

A bachelor or widower should leave two of his cards.
(See chapter on “ Card-Leaving.”)



CHAPTER XVI.
WEDDINGS AND WEDDING BREAKFASTS.

TuE Bill which has become law, for extending the hours
during which marriages may be solemnised—between the
hours of eight o’clock in the morning and three o’clock in the
afternoon—will considerably influence the hour at which
the majority of weddings will take place. Afternoon wed-
dings had become very popular, but only the few were in a
position to obtain special licences for the purpose.

MARRIAGE BY “BANNS” is now greatly in favour in
general society. The banns must be published three con-
secutive weeks previous to the marriage in the parish in
which the bridegroom resides, and also in that in which the
bride resides, and both should reside fifteen days in their
respective parishes previous to the banns being published.

MARRIAGES BY LICENCE.—When a marriage is solemnised
by licence the cost, with fees and stamps, amounts to
£2 2. 6d. This should be obtained at the Faculty Office,
or at the Vicar-General’s Office, Doctors’ Commons, and is
available at any church in the parish where one of the parties
has resided for fifteen days previous to the application being
made for the licence, either in town or country.

When the licence is obtained in the country through a
clerical surrogate the cost varies, according to the diocese,
from £2 12s. 6d. to £3 3s.




































Weddings and Wedding Breakfasts. 135

TrE CusroM OF SENDING WEDDING CAKE to friends is
an exploded one, and only followed between near relations.

WeDDING CARDS are, strictly speaking, out of date, and
only sent by people who adhere to old-fashioned customs.

TrE WORDS “ No Carps” should not be inserted when
the announcement of a marriage is sent to the newspapers ;
neither should the intimation be added that the bride and
bridegroom will be “ At home ” on certain days.









138 Manners and Rules of Good Sociely.

noon of the wedding to the many guests. When jewellery
and plate to any great extent form a portion of the presents,
it is sometimes thought necessary to have a policeman on
duty while the house is open to so many comers, and when
to effect an entrance under the pretext of business would
be an easy matter,
























146 Manners and Rules of Good Society.

Afternoon dances are very popular at watering places,
military stations, small towns in the vicinity of London, &c.,
but are seldom given in London itself.

Refreshments should be served during the whole of the
afternoon, from 4 to 7, as at large ““ At homes.”

The ladies should remove their jackets or wraps in the
cloak-room, but retain their hats or bonnets ; the hostess
should receive her guests at the head of the staircase, as at
an evening reception.





















Garden-Parties. | 153

the carriage-horses of the numerous guests should be taken
into consideration, and refreshments provided for the men-
servants, _

Public afternoon concerts, bazaars, and flower-shows, are
essentially places frequented by ladies en masse, and it is the
exception, rather than the rule, for gentlemen to accompany
them ; again, at private afternoon gatherings, ladies usually
appear unaccompanied by gentlemen.
























CHAPTER XXII.

BREAKFASTS.

DrEARFAST PARTIES have in certain circles become a
feature, and invitations to breakfast are issued both by
card and by note.

In official circles breakfast parties are frequently given, the
morning hours up to one o’clock being the only disengaged
portion of the day, and thus the opportunity is taken for
offering and receiving hospitality, and of enjoying the
society of friends and acquaintances. The breakfast hour
varies from ten to eleven, according to circumstances, and
the meal somewhat resembles a luncheon, fish, entrées, game
and cold viands being given, with the addition of tea,
coffee, and liqueurs,

Punctuality on these occasions is almost imperative, as
breakfast cannot be prolonged beyond a given limit, and
therefore it is not considered necessary to wait the coming
of a late guest.

The guests go in to breakfast as to luncheon. When a
party consists of both ladies and gentlemen, the hostess
should lead the way, with the lady of highest rank, followed
by the other ladies, the gentlemen following with the host.

When a party consists of gentlemen only, the host should
lead the way with the gentleman of highest rank, and
should indicate to the principal of the gentlemen present
the places he wishes them to occupy at table, the remainder

M






Breakfasts. 163

whom she would not be expected to remain at the head of
the breakfast-table.

The guests leave the breakfast-table as soon as they have
finished breakfast, without waiting for any intimation from
the hostess to do so.












Picnics and Waler-Parties. 167

parties are given by the owners of steam-launches, or a
steam launch can be hired by the day. Some picnic on
board, and others on shore, as they feel disposed. When,
however, a steam launch is hired for the day, a good look-
out should be kept upon the engineer, or he will insist on
landing at the most undesirable spots.

Canoe-parties on coast and river side are also popular
with both ladies and gentlemen, and here again the steam
launch is brought into requisition to convey the party
home, as an hour and a-half to two hours is an average time
to paddle a canoe ; after that time the party land either on
the rocks or on the shore, and light a fire and boil the
kettle for tea. If the tea-drinking and the after-tea ramble
are unduly prolonged there is a chance, if on the coast, of
the steam launch running out of coal, and of the party
having to return home in their own canoes considerably
later than was expected, and not a little fatigued.

































178  Manners and Rules of Good Soctely.

In all cases when an invitation is asked for, a hostess
should never neglect to send a reply, and should not take
for granted that her friends will naturally understand that
gilence gives consent, for under the circumstances it is very
possible to interpret it to signify a refusal, '



CHAPTER XXVI.

REFUSING INVITATIONS.

MANY reasons exist for declining invitations, other than
the plea of a prior engagement.

“ Mrs. M. regrets (‘ much regrets,’ or ¢ very much regrets”)
that a previous engagement prevents her having the pleasure
of accepting Mrs. N.’s ¢ invitation, or ¢ kind invitation.””
When on more intimate terms, Mrs, M. should write in the
first person when declining an invitation. It is an open
question whether the nature of the engagement should be
stated or not. Even intimate friends often confine them-
selves to the statement of the bare fact only that a prior
engagement exists ; others, on the contrary, state the nature
of the engagement ; and there is no doubt that this latter
course considerably softens a refusal and lessens the disap-
pointment experienced, and therefore when practicable
should always be followed.

When a prior engagement cannot be made the basis of a
refusal, then the refusal must rest on other lines ; ill health,
a severe cold, &c., are valid excuses. Failing these, the re-
fusal should be as follows :—* Mrs. Z. regrets she is unable
to accept Mrs. X.’s kind invitation, &c.”

It occasionally happens that it is desirable to break an
engagement, circumstances having changed the aspect of
things. The invitation, perhaps, was a verbal one, and a
refusal was not easy at the moment.

Again, impromptu invitations are sometimes refused,
N2






























Walking, Driving, and Riding. 189

commissions in the militia and volunteer forces, of lord-
lieutenants and deputy-lientenants.

Retainers of the Crown are entitled to the use of the
cockade as a badge of the reigning dynasty.

There is no duly sanctioned authority or regulation that
defines who are entitled to “mount the cockade,” and
consequently it is difficult to state the law which governs
it, thus of late years the privilege of ‘mounting the
cockade ” has been greatly abused.
















































Hunting and Shooting. 205

a few of the most prominent errors have been here
alluded to.

TeE FEES, oR TIPS TO THE GAMEKEEPERS, vary from
£1 to £5, according to the number of days’ shooting en-
joyed or the extent of the bag.

For one day's partridge-shooting the tip to the head
gamekeeper would be a sovereign; for a good day’s
pheasant-shooting, as much as two sovereigns would pro-
bably be given. A gentleman who does not tip or fee up
to this mark is not likely to find himself too well placed in
a battue.

The cost of a game licence is £3, and lasts twelve months,
from 81st of July to the 81st July the following year,














































































Engaged. 231

When an engagement is broken off, all letters and presents
should be returned on both sides.

All wedding presents received by the bride elect should
be likewise returned to the donors.

The mother of the bride should announce to all whom it
may concern, the fact that the engagement is at an end.

THE END.

BRADIURY, AGNEW, & CO., PRINTERS, WHITEFRIARS,
Q40610088494
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